
Advertising & Promotion Commissions, Convention and Visitors Bureaus and Public 
Convention/Concert Facilities 

 

There have been calls for a CARES-funded grant program to provide economic assistance for 
convention and visitor bureaus for expenses related to business interruption as well as 
marketing expenses to publicize the resumption of activities and steps taken to ensure a safe 
experience.   This is an allowable expense under the CRF guidance provided by the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury. 

There are 2 funding options available: 

Option 1:  Request a new allocation of funding from the Arkansas CARES Act Steering 
Committee in the amount of $5 -- $10 million. This could be open to all Advertising and 
Promotion Commissions (40) or all CVBs (14) and quasi-governmental entities including 
Simmons Bank Arena.  

 Funding and appropriation will need to be submitted to the Arkansas Legislative 
Council (ALC) for review/approval. This will need to be prepared and on the 
agenda for the ALC meeting scheduled for November 20th. (The regular deadline 
for this meeting has passed, but the item potentially could be placed on 
supplemental agenda.)  

 Rules would need to be created and approved by ALC. Rules implemented for 
the $50 million Business Interruption Grant program would need to be redefined 
as quickly as possible to apply to this new grant program. Rules approval should 
happen before appropriation approval.  

 Note: Legislative support for this approach is dubious and the timeline is 
problematic.   

Option 2:  Reallocation of unobligated funding from the cities and counties.  

 Original city/county proposal would be amended to include Convention and 
Visitors Bureaus and quasi-governmental facilities and recommended to the 
Arkansas CARES Act Steering Committee for approval. This represents 17 
entities.   

 Funding and appropriation are currently available for reallocation. 
 Payments can be made by the DFA – Disbursing Officer. 
 Under the current program, cities and counties were given until November 16th 

to submit project applications. Applications can be submitted for reimbursement 
of actual costs incurred or a projection of estimated costs to complete a project.   

 In addition, cities and counties have been given until December 15th to finalize 
spending and submit expense reimbursement requests. These amounts may be 
lower or higher than the project applications submitted on Nov. 16th.    



 There is a risk that actual expenses may be higher than originally projected and 
this will distort the amount of funding that is perceived to be available for 
reallocation to the public convention facilities. Or, there may be no money or 
little money remaining to reallocate. 

 Recommendation: Change the process now and indicate that the amount 
available for distribution depends entirely on the amount remaining. The actual 
grant amounts to CVBs/public facilities are prorated based on city/county 
population or reimbursement requested.  

 Note: This approach has broader legislative support.  

  

 

Regardless of the funding option chosen, the following decisions must be made immediately: 

 What allocation factors will be used?    
o population served in the geographical area  
o percentage of expenses requested for reimbursement on a proportional basis 

 What portion of the allocation will be allowed for advertising?  (this must be spent by 
December 30)     


